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Sir: 

Applicants acknowledge with thanks the Notice of Allowance mailed December 5, 2005. 

In said Notice, the Examiner included a statement of reasons for allowance. As to claims 1,31 

and 45, the Examiner stated: 

As for independent claims 1 , 31 and 45, they recite a method, encoder and 
decoder for detecting beats in a compression encoded audio bitstream. Prior art such 
as Marx and Kondo show similar methods, encoders and decoders but fails to teach the 
recited method determining a baseline position using modified discrete cosine transform 
(MDCT) coefficients obtained from the aucfio bitstream and deriving from the audio 
bitstream a window-switching pattern for sifc-band sampling windows used to generate 

the MDCT coefficients, to provide beat candidates for further evaluation aid to perform 
beat tracking. 
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Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

Applicants observe that the language "to provide beat candidates for further evaluation and to 

perform beat tracking" is not found in claims 1, 31 or 45, and that this language thus has no 

bearing on construing those claims. 

As to claim 13, the Examiner stated: 

As for independent claim 13, il recites a teat detector suitable for placement into 
an audio device conforming to a compression encoded audio transmission protocol 
Prior art teaches a beat detector, but fails to teach the recited beat detector including a 
modified discrete cosine transform coefficient and a confidence calculator receiving 
input from the at least one band feature value analyzer, the confidence score calculator 
calculating a confidence score for teat candidates using stored values of previous inter- 
onset intervals, for an improved determination of beat position aid to score the reliability 
of the beat candidate. 

Applicants note that the language "for an improved determination of beat position and to score 
the reliability of the beat candidate" is not found in claim 13, and that this language thus has no 
bearing on construing claim 13. 

As to claims 16 and 17, the Examiner stated: 

As for independent claims 16 and 17, they recite an audio encoder and decoder 
suitable for use with a compression^coded Prior art 

teaches similar encoders and decoder, but fails to teach a beat detector including a 
modified discrete cosine transform coefficient and a confidence calculator, for an 
improved determination of beat position and to score the reliability of the beat 
candidate. 
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Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

Applicants further note that the language "for an improved determination of beat position and to 
score the reliability of the beat candidate" is not found in claim 16 or claim 17, and that this 
language thus has no bearing on construing claims 16 and 17. 
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